The title compound, C 16 H 23 BrCl 2 O, was synthesized in three steps from -himachalene (3,5,5,9-tetramethyl-2,4a,5,6,7,8-hexahydro-1H-benzocycloheptene), which was isolated from the essential oil of the Atlas cedar (cedrus atlantica). The molecule is built up from two fused six-and seven-membered rings, each linked to a three-membered ring. The sixmembered ring has a screw-boat conformation, whereas the seven-membered ring displays a twist-boat conformation. The absolute structure was established unambiguously from anomalous dispersion effects.
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This work is a part of our ongoing program concerning the valorization of the most abundant essential oils in Morocco, such as cedrus atlantica. This oil is made up mainly (75%) of bicyclic sesquiterpene hydrocarbons, among which is found the compound β-himachalene (El Haib et al., 2011) . The reactivity of this sesquiterpene and its derivatives has been studied extensively by our team in order to prepare new products having biological properties (El jamili et al., 2002; Benharref et al., 2013 , Zaki et al.,2014 . Indeed, these compounds were tested, using the food poisoning technique, for their potential antifungal activity against phytopathogen Botrytis cinerea (Daoubi et al., 2004) . In this work we present the crystal structure of the title compound.
The molecule contains fused six-and seven-membered rings, each linked to a three-membered ring as shown in Fig. 1 . 
S2. Experimental
A stoichiometric quantity of m-chloroperbenzoic acid (m-CPBA) was added to a 100 ml flask containing a solution of
]dodec-9-ene (Bimoussa et al., 2013 ) (750 mg, 2 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (40 ml). The reaction mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 2 h, then treated with a 10% solution of sodium hydrogencarbonate. The aqueous phase was extracted with ether and the organic phases were dried and concentrated. Chromatography of the residue on silica (hexane/ethyl acetate, 98:2 v/v) allowed the isolation of the title compound with a yield of 90% (700 mg, 1.8 mmol). The product was recrystallized from cyclohexane.
S3. Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.96-0.98 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5
U eq (C) for methyl H atoms.
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
